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Once again, the Team Lucas Oil/Deaknbuilt Racing 
class 1450 Ford Ranger was struck with first season 
complications. With a little more time to prep the 
truck and work out some bugs after the last race, the 
team was looking forward to a great performance and 
more importantly a solid finish.  Unfortunately that 
wouldn’t be the case.  The whole crew worked hard to 
get the Ford Ranger to race number two of the MDR 
California Championship Series, but crossing the 
finish line wouldn’t be in the cards.  Just as he did in race number one, driver Jeremy 
Deakins came off the line strong and steadily starting making passes.  Immediately he 
noticed that something was wasn’t right with the rear suspension and near the end of lap 
one he had destroyed the truck’s drive shaft carrier bearing. The truck pulled into main 
pits and the Deaknbuilt crew instantly went to work trying to make the repair and get the 
Ford Ranger back on the course. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Once in the pits, the crew noticed that Jeremy had 
also lost a tie rod end on the passenger side.  The crew 
happened to have a spare on hand, but had to send 
runners into town to pick up the replacement carrier 
bearing.  After all the repairs were made, Jeremy 
hopped back in the driver’s seat and hit the course 
again.  The Ranger had definitely lost some time, but 
still had potential for a good finish.  About 7 miles 
into the second lap the team’s hopes were cut short.  
Jeremy was off the track again with another broken carrier bearing.  In the end, it was 
determined that some last minute changes to the rear suspension set up before the race 
was causing the complications that put the Team Lucas Oil Deaknbuilt Ranger out of the 
running.  With a few changes to the rear suspension assembly and some extensive testing, 
the Ranger is back in full affect and ready to take on round three of the MDR series on 
May 17th in Ridgecrest California. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
   
 
 
 
 
 Deaknbuilt Racing would like to thank their sponsors:  Lucas Oil, RBP, Sway-A-
Way, Deaver Springs, K&N Filters, Troy Lee Designs, and McKenzie’s. 
 
Also friends and crew:  Ryan Limberger, Mike Box, Glen Wise, Gary Wise, Shelby Wise, 
Muffin, Kent Benjammin, Trever Deakins, Chelsea Dixon, Dian Deakins, Chris Clubb 
and Ben Bucholzer. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


