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It had to be the longest and hottest race of 
the season…so far.  The Lucas Oil/Deaknbuilt 
ranger took 10 hours and 39 minutes to complete 
the required 200 miles of racing.  “I really didn’t 
want to go on” said driver Jeremy Deakins, “I don’t 
like to race when the truck is not running right”, “but, 
its part of the deal”.  “I felt bad because not only our 
team, but Brady’s and the Sway-A-Way guys were 
all jumping in on our truck”.   

At 9 miles into the first lap we knew we had troubles.  Trever was in the 
co-driver seat and was already reporting overheating issues.  To be off the pace 
so soon, is really hard to take.  We knew it was going to be a long day.  The truck 

limped into Pit A where Paul and Loretta 
were eagerly waiting.  (10 hours they 
would still be in Pit A only out of water, 
by themselves but still “eagerly waiting”, 
what a team!)  The truck ran amazingly 
well from Pit A to Main Pit as it was 
mostly downhill.  We therefore attributed 
the overheating to the sandy uphill wash 
from start to mile 14 and figured we 
could work around it.  By the second lap, 
and after three more extended stops, the 

boys pulled back into Main pit tired and ready to call it a day.  However, when 
you are surrounded by a team that is not only a great crew, but also care enough 
about you to sacrifice their weekend, pay their own way and support you in any 
way they can, they are not going to give in so easily.  Ryan led the committee 
with Ozzie backing him up and 
started the revolt.  They wanted to 
fix the truck.  I was doing pretty 
well in reasoning why it would not 
be worth the effort when they 
found re-enforcements from our 
pit neighbors Helm/Sway-A-Way.  
I just couldn’t hold all of them off, 
so I did a tactical retreat on the 
decision, made it sound like my 
idea to try one more time and dug 
in.  Two hours later, we were 
back running, not 100% by any 
means, but we were running.   

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Dewey, Brian and Brian had surrounded the truck, got with Ryan and 

Ozzie and threw down some pretty good ideas, but Tommy was definitely the guy 
most involved.  Check out the picture and see what I am talking about!  It’s one of 

the great features of racing when 
everyone jumps in like they did. 

Kent took over Trever’s co-
driving duties and Jeremy stayed 
as the wheel-man.  They didn’t get 
to far, about a mile and it shut 
down.  They gave it some time 
and it re-fired and off they went.  
The boys expected some long 
laps, so they packed extra water 
and food.  The third lap was 
slower than the second and the 

crew was dwindling as the day went on and several guys had to get going.  On 
the fourth lap, Kent couldn’t take the starting and stopping any longer and 
decided to figure things out for himself.  He checked it out and ascertained that 
the fuel pump was overheating and causing the mis-firing and stopping of the 
motor.  They radioed for another fuel pump which we did not have so Dian and I 
drove what was left of the pits and tried to locate one.  No one else seemed to 
have a spare, but we did get quite an offer from the team of 1498 who offered to 
pull the one off of their truck which had already finished and we could use it.  
Nice offer…thanks.  While we were negotiation with them, Kent and Jeremy 
radioed that they had put their heads together and “McGivered” a fuel pump 
cooling system that actually seemed to work. They cut the drinking hose, forced it 
through the floor just above 
the fuel pump and hooked it up 
to water bottles pouring fresh 
water over the pump.  It kept it 
cool enough to keep the motor 
running and maintain a 
blistering pace of 10-15 mph.  
By the time they got to the 
finish line there weren’t very 
many people left.  But those 
that were, understood the late 
hour and acknowledged the 
boys with a solo applause that 
meant the world to us.   

The team effort was amazing and the benefits were that it launched the 
Lucas Oil/Deaknbuilt team into second place in points for the 1450 class.  Racing 
is not easy.  It takes commitment, sacrifice and money, but most of all it takes the 
support and help of crews that care and will not quit.  How blessed are we to not 
only be racing, but to have such an amazing crew!!!!!!! 

Race on!     
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deaknbuilt Racing would like to thank their sponsors:  Lucas Oil, RBP, Sway-A-Way, 
Deaver Springs, K&N Filters, Troy Lee Designs, ICON Vehicle Dynamics, Superior Axle 
& Gears. 
 
Also friends and crew:  Ryan Limberger, Mike “Wild Guy” Springer, Mike Box, Glen 
Wise, Gary Wise, Shelby Wise, Jim Price, Paul & Loretta, “Big Mike” Vandermolen 
Muffin, Kent Benjamin, Wes, Trever Deakins, Dian Deakins, T-REX crew Raul and 
Guierrmo, ICON Vehicle Dynamics Dylan Evans, and just ICON Brady Helm  
 

 

 
 


